Women in Christ Constitution

With amendments and revisions

Adopted in 1965, 1969, 1997, 1998, and 1999

Article I

Name


The name of this group shall be Women in Christ.

Article II

Purpose
The purpose of Women in Christ is primarily a spiritual one.  Women in 
Christ is interested in a clearer understanding of the Doctrines of Holy 
Scripture and in the application of those doctrines in everyday life.  
Women in Christ is also interested in learning more about the work of the 
Church and in serving the Kingdom of God in a material and spiritual 
way.  This includes working for the welfare of the congregation and synod 
wherever possible.  Women in Christ shall at all times be guided by the 
counsel of the pastor and Church Council of Bethlehem Ev. Lutheran 
Church.

Article III

Membership
All women who are communicant members of Bethlehem Ev. Lutheran 
Church are eligible for membership in Women in Christ.  A woman 
becomes an official member of Women in Christ by signing this 
constitution.  In doing so she agrees, if at all possible, to attend WIC 
meetings, to take part in any committee work to which she may be 
assigned, and to take her turn in serving at Women in Christ meetings.


If, for some reason, a member of WIC finds it impossible to continue to 
take an active part in WIC activities (as outlined in the above paragraph) 
she may request that her name be placed on the ‘inactive’ list.  But she, as 
well as all women of the congregation, and guests, are always welcome to 
attend any and all WIC meetings.


If a member attends no meeting in any twelve-month period, she will 
automatically be placed on the ‘inactive’ list unless circumstances indicate 
that this ought not to be done.  She will, of course, be contacted before 
this is done.


If any women communicant member of the congregation who is not a 
WIC member makes a contribution or donation for the betterment of 
Women in Christ, will be declared an ‘honorary’ member of WIC.


Charter members are those women who signed the constitution in the year 
1961.

Article IV

Officers
The officers of this group shall be 1) President; 2) Vice-President; 3) 
Secretary; and 4) Treasurer.  The term of office shall be two years.  The 
Vice-President shall be elected every year.  The Secretary and Treasurer 
shall be elected in alternating years.  No officer shall hold office for more 
than two consecutive terms.

Article V

Nominations and Elections


The president shall announce at the March meeting which offices are to be 
filled at the election meeting in May.  She shall at the same time appoint, 
after asking for volunteers, a nominating committee consisting of two to 
four members of WIC.  The duty of this committee shall be to propose a 
slate of candidates for each office to be filled, designating at least one 
name, preferable two or more for each office.  This slate of candidates 
shall be presented at the April meeting.  Any member of WIC may 
propose additional names for the offices to be filled.


Election of officers shall be at the May meeting by ballot if there is more 
than one candidate.  If there is one candidate for an office the election 
shall be by voice vote.  The candidates receiving a majority of the votes 
cast shall be elected.


New officers shall assume their duties June 1st of the year in which they 
are elected.  The outgoing president shall be in advisory capacity until the 
September meeting.

Article VI

Amendments

Amendments to this constitution may be added by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present.  A proposed amendment shall be presented in writing at 
the meeting prior to the one at which it is put to vote.

BY-LAWS

Article I

Duties of Officers


It shall be the duty of the President of WIC to preside at all meetings and 
to perform all other duties pertaining to her office.  She shall appoint all 
committees (after asking for volunteers), and she shall be an ex-officio 
member of all committees except the nominating committee.  She shall 
see to the observance of all rules and regulations of WIC and to the 
execution of all resolutions in accordance with Scriptures.  In case of a 
vacancy in any office, she shall arrange for an election to fill the 
remainder of the term.  The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the 
president in the latter’s absence, and at her request shall be of such help 
and assistance to the president as shall be required.  She shall be the 
chairperson for at least one main function.  The vice-president two-year 
term is served as vice-president in the first year and president in the 
second year.  The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of WIC.  
She shall perform other duties, which may pertain to her office.  It shall be 
the duty of the Treasurer to collect all contributions and receive all money.  
She shall make disbursements by order of WIC only.  The treasurer shall 
make a financial report at every regular meeting of WIC.  She shall 
prepare an annual financial report for the January congregational meeting.  
The treasurer’s books will be audited in May, by an appointee of the 
president.
Article II

Dues
The dues of WIC will be $10 per year.

Article III

Meetings
Meetings are to be held once a month, generally on the second Monday, from September through May beginning at anytime from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., depending on the program.

Article IV

Order of meetings


Meetings will generally follow this order:  1. Opening devotion. 2. 
Program 3. Business meeting. 4. Adjournment with prayer 5. 
Refreshment.  Refreshments will be served by the serving committee for 
that month.  The serving committee will be staffed by volunteers or in the 
absence of volunteers, women from the membership list.  The secretary 
will notify the serving committee in advance.

Article V

Altar Committee


Members shall be appointed in September, for a term of one year, to take 
care and charge of the altar and pulpit hangings, in seasonal colors, 
including placing the floral arrangement and doing the set-up for 
communion.

Article VI

Sunshine Committee


Two members shall be appointed in September to serve on the Sunshine 
Committee.  It shall be their duty to remember the sick of the 
congregation by sending an appropriate card, or by personal visit, and/or 
any other manner proposed by the WIC.

Article VII

Funeral Committee


Members shall be appointed in September to serve on the Funeral 
Committee. It shall be their duty to organize and call servers and ask for 
food donations for funerals, at the request of the family.

Article VIII

Program Committee


Two to four members of WIC shall be appointed in May to serve on the 
program committee.  Their duty in conjunction with the officers shall be 
to provide suitable programs for WIC meetings.  This committee shall at 
all times solicit suggestions from all members of WIC.

Aritcle IX

Kitchen Committee


One to two members shall be appointed in September to serve on the 
kitchen committee.  Their duty shall be to keep the kitchen stocked with 
supplies, and clean the kitchen area and cupboards when necessary.

Resolutions

1. A gift of a book to our church library, in memory of a deceased WIC member, will be donated in value up to $15.00

2. Expenses to the WIC treasury for a WIC function is $25.00 (for entertainment).  If retention of a speaker requires a program committee member or WIC officer to exceed the $25.00 limit, she is authorized to negotiate a fee of no more than $50.00 for said entertainment.
